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Counterspy 

Unification 

BidArgued 

Battle Brews Over 
Plans to Bring US. 

Efforts Together 

_ . ' 

• . . ■ ' i* • • . t v 

By ROBERT C. 1015,7 
Times Staff Writer / [ ' ' 


Butthe study was precluded iron 
looking into the broader, toore con- 
troversial issues underlying ILS 
- counterintelligence perionnanee^- 
such as whether the various agen- 
cies in -the field should be be tie 
coordinated, whether they shouk 
issue a combined analysis of collect- 
ed information and, ultimately 
whether they should be re or g aniz e* 
into a single central agency. 

- Instead, this broader examination 
has been assigned to the Presidents 
■Foreign Intelligence Advisory* 
Board, composed of 13-private citi- 
zens under the chairmanship of for- 
mer Ambassador and White Bouse 
counselor Anne Armstrong ; of j 
Texas. It has been directed to exa- j 
mine ail aspects of the counterin tel- j 
ligence picture, including possible j 
organizational changes. 


WASHINGTON— Ainajorhght is 
brewing within -the -government * 
over efforts to reform U ^.counter- 
intelligence activities after uompk£ r 
'tion of a "secret study -ord er e d ~by 
President Reagan on the threat to 
the nation posed by Soviet spies tod > 
other foreign agents. ? ~ 

' A central dement in the deviHqpT , 
ing controversy is the -question erf 
how far the United States should 
move toward creating aiiriigle* 
counterintelligence agency.* 'Some~ J 
intelligence officials believe greater ! 
centralization is needed to rfight 
'foreign spying, but others bebeve 
that such a move would rekindle old 
fears of a Big Brother in Washing- 
ton spying on private citizens. _ 
The presidential study of TJJS. ca- 
pabilities and resources in cotzmer- 
intelligence, overseen by William 1 
Casey, director of the Central Intel- 
ligence Agency, made more than 
100 recommendations lastAogust, 
Administration official* said. , • ^ 

Broader Issues - 

And the President fia*’ Ordered 
Casey to coniine ways to JmpJe- 
ment the findings, an Administraf 
tion official said. . . • V- 7 !\T 


Fear of Single Agency 


This has raised fears within the 
intelligence community that a sip- | 
gle counterspy agency may emerge j 
and, if given police powers and au- j 
ihority to keep hies on Americans, j 
would raise the specter of a national 
security organization to spy on.UJS. 
citizens. 7.7- 

"It would become “the focus not 
only of liberal attacks for the rest of 
the century, reviving ghost* of the 
FBI files and (former FBI chief X 
Edgar) Hoover, but also a target for 
penetration by the Soviets," said 
one government official who asked 
not to be identified. 777V *7 7 7*7 
; *T>ecentralization provides'* * 

way to get competitive analyse* of 
the -threat and of other dala^io 
avoid the government being .sent off 
in a wrong direction without ade-V 
quale review/’ another official said./ 


.-•On the other hand, there appear*’ 
to be a unanimous view .in the 
government that improvement i* 
needed in the pr esen t decentralized 


-system, 
f As now 


structured, the FBI 


spends 80% of the nation’* total 


coimNUEjy 
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